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AUs officor in Kontum CiLty reports that there
han beon "heavy fighting” Tor more than a week bheo-
twooen South Vietnamoge rogqulars and Communiat forcons
about ten kilomoters northwest of the city.  The
Cighting apparently involves subgstantial tacticeal
arr and artilleory strikes and has recsulted in some

300 South Viotnamone casualtion.
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The Khimer Communists appear to have Jlaunchod
thear dong=prodicted of fengive against the govern-—
ment's riverine base at Neak luong.  They probed
government defensive positions north, cast and weoegst
of Neak Luong early on 22 May, and rocketoed the town
ttocelf. After UL air strikes enemy activity sub-
nidaed,  Farthor north, other Communist units struck
government positions on the cast bank of the Mckong
midway between Phnom Penh and Neak Luong on the
same day, causing the evacuation of one government
brigade from the aroca.

South of the capital, government forces have
encountered no resistance in their slow advance along
Route 3. Only about two miles of the highway north
o! Tram Khnar remains to be cleared, but other gov-
crnment attempts to clecar a short scament of Route
2 south of Takco have been stalled. In the west,
Route 4 remains closed about 15 miles cast of the
port of Kompong Sem. Reinforcements are on their
way to the arca to help clear that vital highway.
Only slight progreus is reported in government
clearing operations along Route 5 northwest of Phnom
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